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Elizabeth City Historic District AD NR#2998
117 S. Water Street

(former) Daily Advance Building
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North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office Quad: Elizabeth City Update Mo: 05 Yr: 2019

Historic Property Survey Summary PIN: 891308993145 WINo Alt [JAIt [JDet [Rehab
X: -76.2191 Y: 36.29904

County: Pasquotank [JRemoved [lOutbldg Loss

SSN: PK0620 List Status: iHD DOT Project #: [INo Acc. [INot Fnd [JFileMsg
NR #: None OSA#: [INewly ID'd [] Needs Resch.

Property Name: (former) Daily Advance Building

Street or 911 Address: 117 S. Water Street
Location Description:
Town/vicinity: Elizabeth City
District: Elizabeth City Historic District - Noncontributing Building

Local District:

[] Recommended for SL SLDate: DOEDate: NRDate:

Local Status: None Ownership: Private
Principal Resource Material Integrity: Low Condition: Fair Location Integrity: Original
Architectural Data: Date: ca. 1885 Major Style Group: Historic style unknown

Construction: Loadbearing Masonry

Ext. Material: Brick Later Covering: Vinyl

Height: 2 story Roof: Parapet Plan: Not applicable Core Form (Domestic):

Design Source and attribution: ~ Not specified

Major Theme Architecture 2nd Theme: Communications
Group Association: Religious Affiliation

Historic Function: Commerce - professional building

Written Summary:

NRHD (2021):

Though the exterior of this three-story corner commercial building has been significantly altered, at least
some significant architectural features remain, obscured behind an unfortunate application of vinyl siding,
3/1 jalousie windows on the upper floors, and an awkward assortment of vinyl windows on the south
elevation. In addition to serving to bookend a significant commercial block in Elizabeth City’s central
business district, the building has the distinction as the home of The Daily Advance (originally The
Advance) from 1911 through the 1950s, a newspaper of great import to Elizabeth City and the greater
Albemarle region. The building was erected ca. 1885 as part of businessman Jerome B. Flora’s extensive
rental real estate portfolio. Its earliest occupant was a grocery store, later serving as printing office for The
Tar Heel, published ca. 1902-1910. Obscured behind its present covering is a brick exterior with segmental
windows on the second story, modest raised brickwork, and decorative metal cornice likely retained. Framed
between brick endwalls, the storefront is a mid-1960s replacement with a single, flush, central entrance of
glass and brushed aluminum, flanked by pairs of large display windows in brushed aluminum surrounds; the
apron carries enameled panels.

From the 1977 National Register Nomination:
ca. 1885, remodelled in 20th century. 3-story masonry commercial building (#151 in the HD)
Ruth Little-Stokes

From Tom Butchko's Survey (Undated):
Although this building has suffered terribly from the abuse of past renovations, interior inspection reveals
that the segmental window bays on the second story remain. A 1915 documentary photograph reveals the
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building to have been a modest four-bay wide brick building with modest raised brickwork and a metal
Victorian cornice. Buildings are all too infrequently mentioned in property transactions, but the deeds for
this building offer an excellent look into the history of this building. Jerome B. Flora purchased the lot "at
northwest corner of Water and Fearing Streets (on which lot there is a wooden store)" in 1880 from John
Walton Grandy of Norfolk, for $2,000 (DB.4,p.595). He then erected this building which was mentioned as
the "three story brick store" in an 1886 deed concerning the building adjacent to the north (DB.8, p.122).

First occupied by a grocery (1885 and 1891 SM), and later the printing offices of The Tar Heel. (1908 SM)
(the paper was published ca 1902 - ca 1910), the building is best remembered for The Advance (later The
Daily Advance) which was published here by Herbert Peele from 1911 until the 1950s. Peele (1882-1952)
was born in Halifax County and came to Elizabeth City in 1911 when he founded The Advance, which
eventually grew to become the leading newspaper in not only Elizabeth City, but throughout the Albemarle
area. Peele, often called "Mr. Albemarle" for his support of the area, was especially known for his personal
column, "Peelings." Since the paper vacated the building in the 1950s for more spacious quarters, the
building has been occupied by a succession of businesses, including the bicycle shop of C. Kentwood
Turner, who purchased the building in 1963 from a daughter of Jerome B. Flora. The interiors of the upper
stories, though deteriorated, are intact.

2019 Survey Update: As in 1985, the upper floors continue to be clad in vinyl siding.
Outbuildings/Features

Actions
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North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office
Historic Property Survey Summary
County: Pasquotank

SSN: PK0003ad List Status: NR
NR #: 2998

Quad: Elizabeth City
PIN:

X: -76.2266 Y: 36.30063

DOT Project #:
OSA#:

Update Mo: Yr:
[No Alt [JAlt [IDet [IRehab

URemoved [ Outbldg Loss

[INo Acc. [INot Fnd [FileMsg
[JNewly ID'd [ ] Needs Resch.

Property Name: Elizabeth City Historic District Additional Documentation

Street or 911 Address:

Location Description: Along East and West Main from River and side streets

Town/vicinity: Elizabeth City
District: Elizabeth City Historic District -
Local District:

[] Recommended for SL SLDate:

Local Status: None Ownership:

DOEDate:

NRDate: 6/25/2021

Principal Resource Material Integrity:

Condition: Not specified Location Integrity:

Architectural Data: Date: Not specified
Construction: Not specified

Major Style Group: Not specified

Ext. Material: Not specified Later Covering:

Height: Roof: Plan:
Design Source and attribution: ~ Not specified

Core Form (Domestic):

Major Theme
Group Association:
Historic Function:

2nd Theme:
Religious Affiliation

Written Summary:
Summary:

Outbuildings/Features

Actions
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North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office

Historic Property Survey Summary
County: Pasquotank

SSN: PK0003  List Status: NR
NR #: 488

Quad: Elizabeth City
PIN:

X: -76.2266 Y: 36.30063
DOT Project #:

OSA#:

Update Mo: 05 Yr: 2019
[(No Alt [(JAlt (1Det [Rehab

URemovea [ Outbldg Loss

[INo Ace. [Not Fnd [JFileMsg
[(JNewly ID'd  [] Needs Resch.

Street or 911 Address:

Town/vicinity: Elizabeth City
District: Elizabeth City Historic District -

Property Name: Elizabeth City Historic District

Location Description: Along East and West Main from River and side streets

Local District: Elizabeth City Local Historic District - PK0003

[] Recommended for SL
Local Status: District

SLDate: [0/12/1976

DOEDate:
Ownership:

NRDate: (/18/1977

Principal Resource Material Integrity: Not specif ~Condition: Not specified Location Integrity:

Architectural Data: Date: Not specified
Construction: Not specified
Ext. Material: Not specified
Height:

Design Source and attribution: ~ Not specified

Roof: Plan:

Major Style Group: Not specified

Later Covering:

Core Form (Domestic):

Major Theme
Group Association:
Historic Function:

2nd Theme:
Religious Affiliation

Written Summary:
19th-20th ¢. commercial and residential

From the 1977 National Register Nomination:

Ruth Little-Stokes
From the XXX Survey:

2019 Survey Update:
Outbuildings/Features

Actions
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NPS Form 10900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 10240018

United States Department of the Interior Elizabeth City Historic District (Ad Doc)
National Park Service Name of Property
: Pasquotank North Carolina
. . . . & d Stat
National Register of Historic Places ounty and State
Continuation Sheet NR Reference Number

Additional Documentation Section 7 Page 67

115 S. Water Street. Denwood’s-Comstock’s Confectionary. Contributing. ca. 1882, WO@ \%/

Built ca. 1882 as one of Jerome B. Flora’s many rental properties, the exterior of this two-story building
once featured segmentally-arched windows with corbeled hoods and metal cornice, removed during a
ca. 1930 renovation. The yellow-brick fagade is modestly detailed, with a bank of replacement 1/1 vinyl
windows with header-brick sill surmounted by a simple raised brick panel. The subtly notched storefront
has a recessed central entrance with single-leaf glazed and wood replacement door with narrow transom,
flanked by full-height display windows in wood frames, set upon a replacement brick bulkhead. The
building was occupied by the Denwood Confectionary during the 1940s and 1950s, and Comstock’s
Confectionary, a downtown mainstay, from 1953 until 2003.

Primary Resource: Building Contributing Total: 1
117 S. Water Street. The Daily Advance Building (former). Non-Contributing, ca. 1885. K‘\:KOCOQ/O

Though the exterior of this three-story corner commercial building has been significantly altered, at least
some significant architectural features remain, obscured behind an unfortunate application of vinyl
siding, 3/1 jalousie windows on the upper floors, and an awkward assortment of vinyl windows on the
south elevation. In addition to serving to bookend a significant commercial block in Elizabeth City’s
central business district, the building has the distinction as the home of The Daily Advance (originally
The Advance) from 1911 through the 1950s, a newspaper of great import to Elizabeth City and the
greater Albemarle region. The building was erected ca. 1885 as part of businessman Jerome B. Flora’s
extensive rental real estate portfolio. Its earliest occupant was a grocery store, later serving as printing
office for The Tar Heel, published ca. 1902 — ca. 1910. Obscured behind its present covering is a brick
exterior with segmental windows on the second story, modest raised brickwork, and decorative metal
cornice likely retained. Framed between brick endwalls, the storefront is a mid-1960s replacement with
a single, flush, central entrance of glass and brushed aluminum, flanked by pairs of large display
windows in brushed aluminum surrounds; the apron carries enameled panels.

Primary Resource: Building Non-Contributing Total: 1



North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office Quad: Elizabeth City Update Mo: 05 Yr: 2019
L PIN: [INo Alt [JAlt [IDet [Rehab
Historic Property Survey Summary X:-76.2191  Y: 36.29904 = e eha
C . [ IRemoved [ Outbldg Loss
ounty: Pasquotank DOT Project #: [INo Ace. [INot Fnd [JFileMsg
SSN: PK0620 Blockfacei: OSA#: [INewly ID'd [] Needs Resch.

Property Name: (former) The Daily Advance Building
Street or 911 Address: 117 S. Water Street
Location Description: 117 S Water St
Town/vicinity: Elizabeth City
District: Elizabeth City Historic District (NR HD) Noncontributing Building
District Dates: NRdate: 10/18/1977 SLdate: 10/12/1976 DOEdate:

Local District:

'[J Recommended for SL ~~ [] StudyList SLDate: [JNR NRDate: NR # None
[JDOE  DOEDate:
|

DOE Typg: Local Status: None Ownership: Private

Principal Resource Material Integrity: Low Condition: Fair Location Integrity: Original
Architectural Data: Date: ca. 1885 Major Style Group: Standard Commercial/Industrial
Construction: Load Bearing Masonry i
| Ext. Material: Unknown-N/A Later Covering: Vinyl |
Height: 2 story Roof: Flat Plan Core Form (Domestic):

1st Design Source and attribution: Not specified |

‘ Major Theme Commerce 2nd Theme: Communications
| Group Association: Religious Affiliation

Historic Function: Commerce - professional building

Written Summary
From the 1977 National Register Nomination:

ca. 1885, remodelled in 20th century. 3-story masonry commercial building (#151 in the HD)
Ruth Little-Stokes
From Tom Butchko's Survey (Undated):

Although this building has suffered terribly from the abuse of past renovations, interior inspection reveals
that the segmental window bays on the second story remain. A 1915 documentary photograph reveals the
building to have been a modest four-bay wide brick building with modest raised brickwork and a metal
Victorian cornice. Buildings are all too infrequently mentioned in property transactions, but the deeds for
this building offer an excellent look into the history of this building. Jerome B. Flora purchased the lot "at
northwest corner of Water and Fearing Streets (on which lot there is a wooden store)" in 1880 from John
Walton Grandy of Norfolk, for $2,000 (DB.4,p.595). He then erected this building which was mentioned as
the "three story brick store" in an 1886 deed concerning the building adjacent to the north (DB.8, p.122).

First occupied by a grocery (1885 and 1891 SM), and later the printing offices of The Tar Heel. (1908 SM)
(the paper was published ca 1902 - ca 1910), the building is best remembered for The Advance (later The
Daily Advance) which was published here by Herbert Peele from 1911 until the 1950s. Peele (1882-1952)
was born in Halifax County and came to Elizabeth City in 1911 when he founded The Advance, which
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eventually grew to become the leading newspaper in not only Elizabeth City, but throughout the Albemarle
area. Peele, often called "Mr. Albemarle" for his support of the area, was especially known for his personal
column, "Peelings." Since the paper vacated the building in the 1950s for more spacious quarters, the
building has been occupied by a succession of businesses, including the bicycle shop of C. Kentwood
Turner, who purchased the building in 1963 from a daughter of Jerome B. Flora. The interiors of the upper
stories, though deteriorated, are intact.

2019 Survey Update: As in 1985, the upper floors continue to be clad in vinyl siding.
Outbuildings/Features

Actions
Year Month Surveyor Action/Report
1977 Little, Ruth Survey for NRHD nomination
1985 Butchko, Tom Survey Update
2019 Hanbury/Harper Survey Update
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